 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE



CONTACT          








Steve Friesen








303- 526-0744

REEL WEST:

CLICHÉ AND CHARACTER AT THE SATURDAY MATINEE

It is no coincidence that the earliest movies were Westerns. The part factual, part romantic vision of the West that had attracted millions to Buffalo Bill's Wild West shows also brought millions to the cinema.  Westerns were the single-most popular movie genre in America for over 50 years, particularly at the Saturday matinee.  An exploration of this genre, “Reel West: Cliche and Character at the Saturday Matinee” will be on exhibit at the Buffalo Bill Museum through September 9, 2007.

 
Buffalo Bill made several movies based upon his life, his Wild West, and the characters that made up the West.  With their cliches and effort to portray appropriate character, these films helped pave the way for movies that would become a staple of the Saturday afternoon matinee.  Gene Autry, Roy Rogers, and other actors went on to create characters and situations that provided entertainment, escape and moral guidance.  Using a selection of over 40 original movie posters plus movie memorabilia and artifacts (e.g. a shirt worn by John Wayne and Slim Pickens’ cowboy hat), the exhibit examines such sub-themes as “Good Guys/Bad Guys”, “Damsels in Distress”, and “Sidekicks”.
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